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1. Executive Summary 
EirGrid and SONI (the TSOs) published a consultation paper on 21st August 2025 concerning the 

Testing Tariff Rates for the upcoming calendar year, 1st January 2026 to 31st December 2026. 

Comments on the consultation paper were received from two respondents. Having reviewed the 

responses, in this paper the TSOs propose a number of recommendations to the Regulatory 

Authorities (the RAs) for their consideration and approval. 

Proposed arrangements for calendar year 2026 

 

1. Retaining a testing tariff charge of zero for Low Impact Testing. 

2. Increasing the testing tariff charge for High Impact Testing to the rates shown in Table 

1 below. Note: the rate of increase of the tariff relative to 2025 can be seen in Appendix 

A section 5.3. 

 

1.  MW 

High Impact Testing 

Reserve 
System 
Services 

Cost  

Reserve 
Imperfection 

Cost  

Unit 
Commitment  

Total 
Charge  

€/MWh €/MWh €/MWh €/MWh 

GEN <50 50 € - € - €1.21 €1.21 

50 < GEN ≤100 100 € - € - €4.69 €4.69 

100 < GEN ≤ 150 150 € - € - €6.09 €6.09 

150 < GEN ≤ 200 200 € - € - €6.82 €6.82 

200 < GEN ≤ 250 250 € - € - €6.99 €6.99 

250 < GEN ≤ 300 300 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

300 < GEN ≤ 350 350 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

350 < GEN ≤ 400 400 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

400 < GEN ≤ 450 450 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

450 < GEN 500 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

Table 1: Proposed Testing Charge for High Impact Testing 

 

No further changes are recommended for this tariff period. 

2. Introduction 
The TSOs consult on an annual basis regarding proposed changes to Testing Tariff Rates. The 

purpose of this paper is to make recommendations for approval to the RAs in Ireland and Northern 

Ireland. They are based on a consideration of the responses received by the TSOs to this year’s 

Testing Tariff Rates Consultation paper for the calendar year 1st January 2026 to 31st December 

2026.  
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Responses were received from the following parties: 

 

Party Abbreviation 

Bord Gáis Energy BGE 

Electricity Association of Ireland EAI 

 

No confidential responses were received.  

Copies of the responses received have been appended to this recommendations paper. Please 

refer to Appendix A for the responses in their entirety. 

3. Response to Consultation 
This section summarises comments received from Participants in relation to the proposed Testing 

Tariff Rates change for 2026. This section also contains the TSOs’ response to the comments 

received. 

 

Bord Gáis Energy (BGE) agree with the TSOs’ proposals to set the Reserve Imperfection and System 

Services Reserve Costs at €0/MWh, continue managing Trip Charges through settlement processes, 

and retain the low-impact testing Tariff at €0/MWh. 

The TSOs welcome the participant agreeing with the proposal to set the Reserve Imperfection, 

the System Services Reserve cost and the low-impact testing tariff at €0/MWh and to continue 

managing trip charges through Other System Charges settlement. 

 

Both BGE and Electricity Association of Ireland (EAI) have challenged the methodology used to 

determine the revised Testing Tariff charge. BGE feel that the methodology is an arbitrary attempt 

to reduce the level of imperfection costs by levying more imbalance costs on testing units than is 

justifiable. EAI feel that the six-month assessment period is inadequate to justify a fundamental 

change in tariff methodology. 

Justification on the methodology was provided in the consultation paper. The TSOs feel the 

proposed methodology strikes the appropriate balance of recovering costs that participant testing 

imposes on the system that are ultimately borne by the end consumer and providing a predictable 

tariff rate that is not overly burdensome. This allows participants to test and provide important 

system services required to enable important targets in terms of renewable penetration to be 

achieved while maintaining reliability which is essential for system security. 

The appropriateness of these rates will remain under review by the TSOs as more testing data is 

analysed throughout the year. Only a very modest recovery of the system costs imposed by 

participant testing was recommended in this year’s consultation due to the range of data available 

through the review. 

 

Both BGE and EAI recommend that the TSO retains the existing methodology for High Impact 

Testing and index the current rate for inflation. 
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The TSOs disagree with the participants proposals. The TSOs do not believe such an approach 

would sufficiently offset the costs otherwise borne by the end consumer caused directly by testing 

activity on the system. 

 

BGE state that the TSOs should pursue timely and targeted grid investment to reduce 

imperfections costs in the long term as many of these costs are driven by transmission limitations 

as opposed to testing activity. They ask for the TSOs to address severe constraints in the Cork and 

South-East region by implementing a “Powering Up Cork”. 

The purpose of the Testing Tariffs is to recover the specific imperfection costs incurred by 

facilitating participants testing, as opposed to general imperfections costs from the parties driving 

those costs. Grid investments will not negate the costs incurred when facilitating a participant 

testing on the grid. 

The TSOs note BGE’s comments regarding general imperfections – however, this matter is outside 

of the scope of the Testing Tariffs consultation.   

 

EAI are concerned that the proposed tariff increase is an arbitrary mechanism for the TSO to 

reduce its exposure to imperfection charges without addressing the underlying cause of these 

charges, namely insufficient investment in the electricity grid. The proposal seeks to reallocate 

the costs of grid constraints rather than addressing the root cause through necessary investment. 

BGE have expressed similar concerns. 

The TSOs object to the suggestion that the methodology used to propose the testing tariff rates 

in this consultation unduly shifts the burden of constraints to UUT. To accommodate a UUT that 

has not cleared in the market, the TSO’s must displace other units away from their market position 

who could be subject to compensation in the form of Imperfections. It is this cost that the TSO’s 

are attempting to recover as part of the Testing Tariff, which has no bearing on physical or 

technical constraints on the network. It should be noted that the method by which the TSO secures 

the system to accommodate testing means that no additional units are committed or 

decommitted, and so there is no interaction with Transmission Constraints Groups as a result of 

testing. The TSOs also point to the fact that with the High Impact Test charge, they are attempting 

to recover a modest proportion of the cost incurred when facilitating testing. 

 

BGE state that an enhanced testing tariff methodology is unnecessary, as the Imbalance Price 

already compensates the system for imbalances caused by UUTs, while EAI similarly point to UUTs 

being fully exposed to imbalance charges through the standard market settlement process. 

It is inaccurate to state the testing tariff methodology is “unnecessary, as the Imbalance Price 

already compensates the system for imbalances caused by UUTs”. This statement fails to include 

the potential requirement to compensate unit that was displaced from its market position via the 

CDISCOUNT component of Imperfections. It was this CDISCOUNT information from actual testing 

instances on the system that was used to determine the testing tariff rate proposed in this 

consultation.   

 

BGE state that balance-responsible UUTs could secure day-ahead positions for their testing profiles 

to avoid contributing to the NIV and being exposed to Imbalance Price during testing. Accordingly, 
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these units would be balance-responsible and impose no additional cost on the system during 

testing. Applying a testing tariff in these circumstances unfairly penalises responsible behaviour 

and weakens the incentive to align testing with the Day-Ahead Market 

The TSOs agree that this would be a method of recovering costs on the system but believe it is 

impractical. Testing by its nature has proven to be unreliable in terms of being executed according 

to test plans, and this suggestion would reduce the TSOs’ ability to be flexible in accommodating 

changing test profiles, which is a frequent request of participants when testing their units. 

The TSOs disagree with the suggestion that testing tariffs should not be applied to units which 

clear in the day ahead market. Testing is, by its nature, unreliable and the MWs cleared for testing 

purposes has proven unreliable for the secure operation of the system. As such the TSO must 

produce a secure generation schedule, without factoring in MWs from units that are testing. This 

imposes costs on end consumers. The testing tariff aims to offset some of these costs.  

 

BGE state that their view is that market exposure already discourages inefficient testing without 

the need for an increased tariff. 

The TSOs agree that market exposure discourages inefficient testing from a commercial 

perspective, however the purpose of the testing tariff is to recover the imperfections costs paid 

to other participants in order to facilitate testing, it bears no relation to efficiency. 

 

BGE noted that the timing of a test is outside of the unit’s control and is ultimately determined 

by the TSO. 

The TSOs objects to this statement. Test profiles are submitted by the participant for specific 

dates and times of their choosing. The TSOs agree to test profiles if submitted according to process 

timelines, and if it does not hinder the secure operation of the system. Participant testing that is 

subject to CTEST is always proposed by the participant. 

 

EAI state that the proposed new tariff methodology creates an inequitable and non-transparent 

charge by over-penalising testing units for costs already covered under existing imbalance 

settlement arrangements. 

The TSOs disagree with this statement. The participant is not subject to all the costs imposed on 

the system during its test. The TSO’s propose to only recover modest proportion of this cost via 

the testing tariffs proposed for 2026. 
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4. TSOs Recommendation 
The TSOs recommend: 

1. Retaining a testing tariff charge of zero for Low Impact Testing. 

2. Increasing the testing tariff charge for High Impact Testing to the rates shown in Table 

2 below.  

 

 MW 

High Impact Testing 

Reserve 
System 
Services 

Cost  

Reserve 
Imperfection 

Cost  

Unit 
Commitment  

Total 
Charge  

€/MWh €/MWh €/MWh €/MWh 

GEN <50 50 € - € - €1.21 €1.21 

50 < GEN ≤100 100 € - € - €4.69 €4.69 

100 < GEN ≤ 150 150 € - € - €6.09 €6.09 

150 < GEN ≤ 200 200 € - € - €6.82 €6.82 

200 < GEN ≤ 250 250 € - € - €6.99 €6.99 

250 < GEN ≤ 300 300 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

300 < GEN ≤ 350 350 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

350 < GEN ≤ 400 400 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

400 < GEN ≤ 450 450 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

450 < GEN 500 € - € - €7.11 €7.11 

Table 2: Proposed Testing Charge for High Impact Testing  
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5. Appendix A  

5.1 BGE Response:  
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5.2 EAI Response:  
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5.3 High Impact Testing Rate of Increase 

 

Table 3: Proposed Testing Tariff Rates for 2026 and their Rate of Increase 

 


